




















These perfumed woodlands are the
home of countless birds, for the region lies
at the apex of the great Mississippi Valley
migratory flyway, an avenue over which
millions of birds fly to Yucatan and other
warm climes. Many of them tarry for nest-
ing in the Felicianas. Others are merely
birds of passage, here for a few weeks in the
spring and again in the fall as they pass to
and from more southern winter homes.
Their sojourns add color and variety to the
avifauna of the flowering Felicianas.

For unnumbered centuries Nature ruled
unchallenged along the lower Mississippi.
Bands of Indians lived in the flowering
woodlands like children of nature, enjoy-
ing the fruit of trees, hunting game and
reveling in the idyllic beauty of the land.

- Then the tempo of history quickened.
Into this forest wonderland came the white
man to complicate its simple life. Cabeza de
Vaca in 1528 was shipwrecked on the coast
of Louisiana. This was 57 years before the
first Englishman set foot on Roanoke Is-
land, and 79 years before the first English
colony was established on the James River.

In 1543, DeSoto penetrated the lower
Mississippi, where he lost his life and was
buried in its boiling waters. Moscoso,
leading the expedition after DeSoto’s
death, passed this way.

LaSalle in 1682 made his historic trip
down the Mississippi to its mouth to claim
the entire region drained by this stream for
Louis of France. He became aware of the
Houmas Indians’ villages along its shores.

The first known white man to visit
Feliciana was an Italian mercenary named
Henri de Tonti (Tonti the ”Iron Hand”),
who descended the Mississippi looking for
his French friend, LaSalle, in 1686.

Seventy-seven years before the Ameri-
can Revolution, Iberville, Bienville and
another Frenchman, Sauvol de Villantary,
visited the Houmas in Feliciana. In the early
1700’s the Tunica Indians came down from
the region of the Yazoo River in what is now
Mississippi. They too liked this land. They

massacred many in the Houmas tribe,
driving the rest to the south.

The first Europeans to settle along the
long ridge which is now St. Francisville
were the French, who established a fort
there named St. Reine. This fort was aban-
doned in 1733. The little settlement which
grew up there was called the “’Village of St.
Francis” in honor of Saint Francis of Assisi,
the founder of the Franciscan order.

In 1763 the region later called Feliciana
was transferred to England by the Treaty of
Paris following the French and Indian War.
The rest of Louisiana had been given to
Spain in 1762.

Eight months after the treaty of peace
was signed in Paris, King George III di-
vided his new territory into ““East and West
Florida,” the latter colony including whatis
now West Feliciana Parish. The capital was
faraway Pensacola. The Gentleman’s
Magazine in London, soon after the royal
proclamation was issued, predicted: “The
immense gain which this trade produces
will probably soon make West Florida be
numbered among our most flourishing col-
onies.”

Retired British soldiers were rewarded
with grants of land in this sparsely popu-
lated region. Before and during the Ameri-
can Revolution, many Tory sympathizers
on the Eastern Seaboard looked for an area
under the Union Jack in which to resettle.
Some of them found refuge in the area,
thus strengthening the English character of
the land.

The early settlers raised cotton, indigo
and tobacco with slave labor from Jamaica.
Because of the difficulty of removing its
seed, cotton was not as important as it was
destined to become later in the century,
when Eli Whitney invented the cotton gin.

Spain regained West Florida in 1779,
when Galvez, acting governor of Louisiana
at New Orleans, captured the area. The
whole region received the name Feliciana,
Spanish for “happy land,” in honor of Gal-
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YEARS OF PROSPERITY

The Feliciana Cotton Kingdom was good
to the Barrows and other planters in the
mid-19th century. Late in 1860, J. W. Dorr,
a member of the editorial department of the
New Orleans Crescent, wrote:

West Feliciana is one of the richest parishes in the
state. Some of the planters of this parish rank
among the largest in the state, and among the
extra heavy men may be mentioned Messrs. Joseph
A. S. Acklen (who owned what is now Angola),
David Barrow (of Afton Villa), William Ruffin
Barrow, Sr. (of Greenwood), William |. Fort (of

Catalpa), John Scott Smith, William H. Stirling
and Daniel Turnbull (of Rosedown).

As cotton brought great wealth to the
Feliciana country, the grandchildren of the
pioneer Olivia Ruffin Barrow built elabo-
rate showplaces. Long before the Civil War
the Barrows became widely known for their
handsome houses and beautiful gardens.
Four of them were considered to be among
the outstanding country houses in America

Greenwood, Afton Villa, Ellerslie and

9 Rosedown.
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Cnleritunment .

Like all the great houses of the Barrow
clan, Rosedown was a social center in West
Feliciana, providing the background for a
leisured, pleasant way of life. Music and
reading were favored indoor pastimes.
Men and boys enjoyed fishing and hunt-
ing. Cards and gambling intrigued the
planters.

The Turnbulls and the Barrows were part
of a galaxy of plantation families in West
Feliciana which shared mutual interests —
family ties, cotton culture, watering places,
horse racing, and other sports of the gen-
try. Serenading was a pastime of this social
set, and many happy evenings were spent
in going from one plantation to another
singing songs of the period and the season.

Informal balls, sometimes spontaneous
events, were favorite entertainments in the
fall and spring. Professional musicians
were brought in from New Orleans and
Natchez.




Saddle horses were maintained for fam-
ily use and for guests. Carriage drives
through the countryside were popular.

Hunting was sport for the men and occa-
sionally for the ladies. Many of these plan-
tation families kept blooded hounds, which
they followed as their forebears had in Vir-
ginia, Maryland and other states of the Old
South. Planters hunted deer, bear and wild
fowl. Boys concentrated on shooting rabbit
from horseback.

All of the Barrows and their kin shared
entertainment events on the pleasure boat
of W. H. Barrow, Martha Turnbull’s
brother. He had ordered that a steamboat
be built for his family expressly for sporting
expeditions. Called the “Nimrod,” it was
seventy-five feet long, and in it were per-
manent stable accommodations for twelve
horses and six packs of dogs.

The Spirit of the Times, a sporting mag-
azine of national interest which covered ac-
tivities of the Barrows regularly, in the July
10, 1841, issue reported that ‘“The Nimrod
is finished and there is no prettier craft
afloat . . . In the cabins are comfortable
cushions, the best rifles, fowling pieces and
fishing tackle.” This publication also indi-
cated that on the boat was a bar and that the
Negro crew wore longtail coats.

Evidently the boat was the scene of an
open-house at Bayou Sarah, for the paper
reported a question asked of one of the
Negro attendants:

Question: “Where is the boat from?”’

Answer: “From the Barrow settlement . . .
can’t you tell that from its fixins?"’
replied the Negro.

Enquirer: “‘Never heard of it in my life.”

Answer: “Well perhaps Massa, you never
heard of Heaven.”

Horse Racing

Probably the most exciting outdoor sport
for the planter class in West Feliciana was
horse racing, an institution brought over by
their Anglo-Saxon forebears. Jockey clubs
sprang up rapidly along the Mississippi. A
racing season was reported at St. Francis-
ville as early as March 1, 1831, with purses
that were quite respectable. Racing gave
the planters a chance to evaluate their
horses.

A housewarming was held to celebrate completion
of the Turnbull’s new home. Martha Turnbull made
note of this party in her diary*:

We had 30 people at our first party & we
had 6 chickens for Chicken Salad — 2 Turkeys,
2 Ducks, 1 Ham, 1 Tongue, Roast Mutton,

2 Roast Chickens, 1 Pig — Henrietta took

12 dozen eggs and made a great deal of cake
— it took 6 eggs for Salad — 16 pints for the
Cream — Jelly — Blancmange — 50 spoon
fulls of Coffe given out and not the 3rd used
— 4 Decanters Wine — 4 Decanters Brandy
— 8 Bottles Champaign — We had 6 lbs.
Secrets and but little used — 4 lbs. candy fruit
— 2 ornamental pound cake, 12 Ibs. each —

1 fruit cake, 10 Ibs. — 6 Ibs. mixed cakes

— Macaronas lady fingers and 1 Jar Grapes —
24 Bananas — 2 Hogshead Ice — 6 Pine Apples
— It appears useless to make so much cake —
2 Neuga Ornaments costs 74 dollars —
Musicians 60 dollars indeed to induce
everything it cost 224$.

*The above excerpt reflects the grammar and
punctuation in Martha Turnbull’s diary notes and
has been typeset exactly as originally written, as
have been all excerpts from original records and
journals throughout this book.









The Factor — Buyer, Agent and Marketer

The factorage system was one of the fea-
tures of cotton culture which made the in-
dustry work. Washington, Jackson & Ce. of
New Orleans, Daniel’s factor, made it pos-
sible for him to pay his bills only once a year
— after his crop was in. The factor simply
kept a record of bills paid for the Turnbulls,
added a 22% fee, and deducted the entire
amount from cotton sales late in the fall.

As buyers, agents and marketers for
planters, factors were an effective bridge
between conservative bankers and
“plunging planters.” The business re-
lationship between Daniel Turnbull and his
factor continued for more than three dec-
ades, during which a strong bond of friend-
ship developed.

The second most important man in the
plantation system was the overseer. When
Frederick Law Olmsted, a landscape ar-
chitect, visited Feliciana in 1853 to see the
land of the exceptionally large planters, he
tried to getinformation one day from a local
overseer who rode alongside him. He was
astonished that the man could not even tell
him the distance to Woodville, a small town
28 miles north of St. Francisville. He was
surprised that a plantation owner would go
away for months at a time, leaving his op-
eration in the hands of an illiterate over-
seer.

When he mentioned cotton to the man,
however, Olmsted readily found the an-
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swer to that enigma. Immediately the over-
seer came alive and informed Olmsted that
Feliciana had the “richest sile God ever
shucked down.” He confided that his boss
was away in ““Paris or Saratogy, or some of
them places.” He also was proud that he
worked for one of the “big bugs,” as the
most prominent planters were sometimes
known.

George Washington in those days was
still considered the model planter. Daniel
kept George Washington’s rules of planta-
tion management on the inside cover of the
Rosedown Journal so that the overseer
would see it daily when making records.

For their work, Turnbull paid his over-
seers $500 a year until the 1850’s, when the
expense was inflated to around $1000 an-
nually.

Daniel divided his slaves among his plan-
tations — Rosedown, Styopa, DeSoto and
Inheritance. The slave quarters at Rose-
down were laid off on the plan of a small
city, according to family records. The cab-
ins were well-built and comfortable. In the
center of the complex was an underground
well, water being drawn up by a windlass
— "pure water as cold as ice.” Over the well
was a fancy latticed shed. Bricks molded in
a kiln on the place formed paths leading in
all directions to the cabins.

Martha Turnbull directed the work of
household servants and those assigned to



the gardens. Daniel had his overseers man-
age the others. While there were men
trained as millers, smiths and carpenters,
the majority of the slaves worked in the
fields. Of these a few were trained as fore-
men or drivers.

““The slaves were well taken care of and
were happy,” according to family notes.
Daniel Turnbull built a large barn or danc-
ing hall for their “frollicks.” During the
Christmas holidays they formed a musical
band of fiddlers, banjo and windpipes. The
melodies of their “frollicks’” drifted over the
grounds to the plantation house, affording
the greatest pleasure to the Turnbulls and
their guests.

Turnbull built a church for them, but
some of his slaves, along with a few from
other plantations, attended services at
Grace Episcopal Church in St. Francisville.
He employed a Baptist minister to hold ser-
vices on the grounds on Sunday mornings.
The minister, a Mr. Ranaldson, taught
them hymns, and they sang with great
pathos and melody, according to family no-
tations.

Most of the ground was prepared for cot-
ton in February or March, the time for
plowing varying from year to year by
weather conditions. Most planting began in
mid-March or later.

Mexican or Petit Gulf cotton seed was
generally used at Rosedown. This brand
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was developed by Dr. Haller Nutt of Winter
Quarters Plantation, Newellton, Louisiana,
and Longwood, Natchez, Mississippi.

When the cotton plants started their
growth, around the middle of April, culti-
vation would begin. To make hoeing or
chopping easier, the field hands would first
bar off, scrape and mould the cotton. Culti-
vation continued until August, when har-
vest would begin.

In his Journal, Daniel usually reported
his first cotton blossom in early June. When
the crop was “laid by,” the Turnbulls sailed
for Saratoga for the summer. They usually
returned in September or October.

Cotton picking sometimes lasted
through December. When the crop was in,
there was time off for a “frollick.”

Daniel Turnbull maintained a gin on the
plantation. When the seed was removed,
the cotton was pressed into 400-pound
bales. In New Orleans, the bales were com-
pressed even more for shipment to Liver-
pool, the receiving port for Manchester
mills.

The year 1835 was a good one for the
Turnbulls. Not only was the new dwelling
house finished, but the price of cotton was
excellent. From the Rosedown Plantation
alone he had a crop of 170,624 pounds, or
426 bales, which he sold from 13¢ to 18%2¢ a
pound. He made areport of his crop on one
of the covers of his Journal.
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One of the most difficult problems Daniel
Turnbull faced on the plantation was caring
for the health of his family and the slaves.
Fever and ague shook the lower Mississippi
Valley in the early 1800’s. The region grew
only because settlers and opportunists,
lured by riches, poured into the valley
faster than pestilence could destroy. New
Orleans became known as “the sickliest city
in the world.” When rumors of pestilence
in the Crescent City reached ocean-going
vessels, many turned back rather than risk
death. When planters upstream heard of
epidemics in New Orleans, they sealed off
the great port and delayed doing business
there until time and cool weather changed
the situation.

To protect his family, Daniel Turnbull

summer months. For some reason the
Turnbulls did not travel in the summer of
1843. On the evening of August 15, their
seven-year-old son died of fever.

A marble headstone was sculpt in the
form of a broken shaft symbolic of a life cut
off in youth.

To the Memory of
JAMES DANIEL TURNBULL
bom 2nd of August 1836 departed this
life the 15th of August 1843
Age 7 years 13 days

The following year, 1844, Daniel Turn-
bull built an office for his plantation doctor.
Here the physician cared for the ills of some

usually ““sojourned” with his family during 24 five hundred human beings.
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was Martha Turnbull’s Joy

“My gardens are in perfect order’”” — Martha Turnbull

In the Pleasure Garden of Rosedown is
an old sundial on which are inscribed the
words: “‘I measure only the happy hours.”
This was an appropriate garden ornament
for Martha Turnbull, for the grounds of
Rosedown were the passion of her life. She
was to devote almost sixty years to main-
taining their perfection.

Throughout her life, beginning when she
moved into her home until her death in
1896, Martha Turnbull kept a garden diary
delineating the activities of each day she
worked in the gardens, recording her suc-
cesses and failures. She was a dauntless
experimenter in the “try and fail, but try
again” school. Often, at the end of a day’s
work at gardening, she completed her
journal entry with the words: "My gardens
are in perfect order.”
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Of significance to the horticultural world
was the Turnbulls’ importation of Oriental
trees and shrubs. Old invoices in the
Rosedown papers indicate that they pur-
chased azaleas, camellias and other plants
from Wm. Prince & Sons, Blue Flushing,
N.Y., and R. Buist in Philadelphia as early
as 1836. Old roses planted at Rosedown
included Marechal Niel and the Mary
Washington, said to have been originated
by George Washington and named for his
mother. Moss roses were also set out in the
Rosedown gardens.

The garden plan of many Louisiana plan-
tation homes began with small formal areas
in front of the house. The Turnbulls started
their gardens with this concept, but fol-
lowing each trip to Europe they extended
and formal areas and imported statuary
and other garden ornaments in the French
style of the 17th century.

At the time of the Turnbulls’ first Euro-
pean tour there was no precedent for gar-
dens of the scale and scope that they de-
veloped at Rosedown. Even Mount Ver-
non, Williamsburg and other 17th - 18th
century gardens in America were much
smaller in concept. The famous Magnolia
and Middleton Gardens in Charleston,
South Carolina saw their greatest growth
after the 1860’s.
















Louisiana endured the longest experi-
ence of Reconstruction of any Southern
state. Federal troops entered New Orleans
on April 24, 1862. They did not leave until
April 24, 1877. During this span of fifteen
years, the Confederacy fell and a social rev-
olution destroyed life as the Southerners
had always known it. Women who had
been brought up in luxury were face to face
with poverty. Former governmental lead-
ers were stripped of power. Former slaves
became masters. Outsiders came in to as-
sume the role of overlords.

Martha Turnbull made only scattered en-
tries in her Garden Journal during Civil
War years, a fact which reflected the trauma
of the times.

Several undated entries, however, reflect
the demoralized climate on the plantation
as established patterns began to break. Fac-
tors” reports and tax notices at this point
were directed to Mrs. Turnbull.

One requirement of the Confederacy was
a tax on slaves. In making this inventory
and report, her lists revealed that 129 slaves
had deserted to the Yankees, 4 had joined
the Confederate Army, and Caro B.
Turnbull, William Turnbull’s widow, had
taken eight. Over a period of time, 37 had
died, leaving her with only 260 altogether.

Martha Turnbull further entered in her
Journal:

Pete - Kitty & Jones - Dempsy - Lairhart -
Atrium returned to Island (DeSoto and
Styopa Plantations) . . . Ned at Morganza

.. . Robert & family - Grace & family at

Algiers . . . Hardy & Juba at St. Louis . . .
Josy - Frank Gray - Philip - Florida . . . Rubin
- Florida

The most poignant entry at this time con-
cerned the reaction of her household ser-
vants when she asked for help:

When I ordered Celiame to scrub my kitchen
she walked off and sat in her house for 3
days. Stepsy was impudent and would not
cook. Elry laid up regularly every 12 days.
For 9 days Lucinda refused to come and wait
on me. Virg got sick when sent for to come
up here to work. Diley impertinently went
off from cookpot in kitchen. Harry
Berry-Miles went up to Inheritance when it
was plundered. Augustus said he would not
cut wood to put in my wood house when I
told Ben to tell him to do it. Simon would not
weave. Sabry went off one night and did not
come back until sent for.

In January 1864 Martha Turnbull made a
Journal entry which betrayed her mood:

Up to this time, since the Federals landed in
May, neither field or garden has been
worked. The garden is a wilderness,
sedgegrass. It looks melancholly.

Not to be overcome by a change of fortune,
this woman who had been mistress over
hundreds of slaves began bargaining with
them to save her garden. The Journal con-
tained entries which reflected payments in
cash or food to former slaves.

Julia one week at 40¢ . . . Penny and
Lancaster 2 days each, $1.60 . . . Penny
cleaning front yard, gave her 2 Ibs. coffee —
2 lbs. sugar — pint Molasses. Ben hawled all
leaves from the Avenue . . . Kitty and
children cleaned up with Clabber paying . . .

In January 1869 Martha Turnbull wrote
that she could not keep up with her work:

Jan. 4th. No hands in Garden but John &
John Prenter — not one speck of ground yet
plowed. Hay all over the truck patch & no
manure yet hawled or leaves yet taken out of
front yard ready to be plowed — All work
that ought to have been in October &



November yet to be done . . . Can do
nothing — no hands yet in garden but John
Prenter and he is worse than nothing . . .
Jan. 19th . . . Prenter triming hedges —
Penny cleaning front yard gave her 2 lbs.
coffee — 2 Ibs. sugar — pint Molasses . . .
Feb. 10. I feel perfectly discouraged — not
one thing toward making a garden done —
garden looks deplorable. I see no seed
coming up — the repeated and heavy rains
since Christmas . . .

March 15 and 16 . . . 8 women in lower
garden

March 17th . . . began Eliza’s side with still
the 8 hands — Darling alone in Truck patch
— John working again for himself.

Jan 16, 1871. No one in garden but John —
February 1st. Everything in Greenhouse
killed — Not one Negro in the field & only
made contracts today — terrible trouble.

Martha Turnbull, like most landowners
after the Civil War, entered into sharecrop-
ping contracts. Also she rented land in ex-
change for work in the garden and around
the place.

January 27, 1873 — All renters at work on the
fences — 2 plowing — 40 Renters — Not the
first thing done in my garden.
February Mr. Wilcox took the Garden & gave
me vegetables — One Squad of 3 men for the
help system — Mr. W. gets his share. One
Squad of man & wife for help only with Mrs.
Bowman — Hope to get 50 bales $3500 —
$1,000 for bales — Mr. Haroldson $400 +
Taxes $700 Carriage & Horses — $1,500

$5,000

$1,500

$3,500
May 20th . . . not cutting out my cotton yet.

Too wet. Only 25 acres of cotton & 10 of
corn.

PENSION AND WAR CLAIMS

In an effort to offset the attrition of in-
come in the wake of Civil War, Martha
Turnbull, as a widow of a veteran of the
War of 1812, applied for a pension. This
was granted. In 1878 she began receiving a
monthly check of $8.00.

In 1874 she initiated a Civil War claim
covering property forcibly taken on the
family’s plantation by Navy and Army
Forces of the United States sometime in the
month of June 1863.

The items claimed were:

Three hundred hogsheads of sugar, then
worth $60,000; Six hundred barrels of
mollasses, then worth $18,000; Two hundred
head of mules then worth $30,000; One
hundred head of horses, then worth $10,000;
Seven hundred head of cattle then worth
$14,000; Eighty cane and other wagons, with
harness, then worth $12,000; Three hundred
head of hogs, then worth $3,000; Six
thousand bushels of corn then worth $6,000;
fifty bales of cotton, then worth $18,000; One
hundred barrels of pork, then worth $4,000;
One lot of 3,000 Ibs. of salted meat valued at
$6,000; Twenty sacks of Coffee, then worth
$2,000.

Martha Turnbull continued to make
these claims during her lifetime. Sub-
sequently, her daughter made periodic
claims, but they were never satisfied.

Martha’s last Journal entry, dated Sep-
tember 1, 1895, one year before her death,
included a reference to her small pension
check.

My pension came. [ had not one dime to pay
Emma $2 — this month, August or any debt
whatever.

Martha Turnbull died September 14,
1896, having lived 87 years and two days.
She left Rosedown and other plantations to
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The early twentieth century was not kind
to West Feliciana Parish. The Barrow man-
sions continued to be social centers, but the
high gloss of the golden days was di-
minished.

Sarah Turnbull Bowman died in 1914,
leaving her plantations and other assets to
her children. She endowed her four un-
married daughters, the Misses Corrie,
Isabel, Sarah and Nina, with Rosedown
Plantation, its house and lands, as a joint
inheritance. On August 25, 1927, her hus-
band, James Bowman, who had been run-
ning the plantation, died also. Two years
later, on January 16, 1929, Miss Corrie
Bowman died.

In the early 1900’s the parish lost its
money crop. The boll weevil wiped out cot-
ton culture forever. In its lowest year, only
400 bales of cotton were harvested in West
Feliciana, as compared with the almost
24,000 bales exported in 1853.

By the late 1930’s, traveling Americans
had discovered that there are more old
houses reminiscent of the antebellum
South along the Mississippi between
Natchez and New Orleans than in any
other region in the United States. As if to
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offset the parish’s loss of its money crop,
visitors from over the world began to
throng the old 19th-century houses in West
Feliciana. Many of these nostalgia-hungry
visitors knocked on the door of Rosedown.
The Misses Bowman were glad to show
these travelers how their grandparents had
lived. They became widely known for their
hospitality and the beauty of their house
and gardens.

As the years passed, the house and gar-
dens began to deteriorate. One by one,
death came to the remaining Bowman sis-
ters, Miss Isabel in 1951 at the age of 75, and
Miss Sarah in 1952 at 91.

Alone now, Miss Nina moved into the
wing where she had lived as a little girl with
her grandmother. For the rest of her life,
she and Rosedown House were cared for by
the granddaughter of one of Martha
Turnbull’s slaves.

Miss Nina, at 87, died on June 30, 1955,
leaving Rosedown to her nieces and
nephews. The Misses Bowman, because of
their genteel grit, had won. Rosedown was
intact, with not a single mortgage or bill
outstanding.






An Eight-Year Restoration
Program Begins

Catherine and Milton Underwood went
to work setting up priorities for the Rose-
down restoration. A practical business-
man, Mr. Underwood wanted to get the
twenty-four hundred acres of rich loessal
soil into the production of cattle and timber.
Consequently, their first act was to find a
general manager.

R. O. Butler of St. Francisville, whose
family was among the early settlers of the
area, was tapped for the job. Not only was
Butler to manage Rosedown as a working
plantation, he was also to supervise the
work of specialists and to keep the restora-
tion work moving.

Early in the planning stages, Mrs.
Underwood made it clear that authenticity
and perfection were her goals. The techni-
cians would be given all the time they
needed for the restoration.

Metal Building

After a new roof was built on Rosedown
House to prevent further deterioration
from humidity and rainfall, every piece of
furniture, every artifact, every toy, as well
as research papers, were removed from
Rosedown House to a metal building con-
structed about two hundred yards from the
big house. Here papers were sorted and
inventories were made, with each item
catalogued. Craftsmen were employed to
handle the meticulous work of returning
each piece of furniture to its former appear-
ance and function. Workmen, directed by
Euwin Poche of St. Francisville, took care of
large and small details involved in this care-
ful work.

Policies of Perfection

A perfectionist, Mrs. Underwood early in
the program gave her architect and other
restoration specialists the following direc-
tive: “’If there is a better way to do it, then
do it that way. If you can’t find what you
need, have it made.” As a result, the resto-
ration team achieved an unbelievable de-
gree of perfection.
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The Entrance Hall Before Restoration

The graceful stairway is made of San Domingo
mahogany. The original invoice for the wood is in
Daniel Turnbull’s papers.

The Entrance Hall After Restoration

Wallpaper in the rooms of Rosedown was duplicated
with the exception of the entrance hall. During the
restoration a scenic paper was found which was
created by the same Frenchman, Joseph Dufour, who
had designed the original panorama for the Turnbulls
in 1828. The Angeligue et Medor wallpaper depicts
adventures from the Song of Roland. The ivory inset
in the newel post in antebellum days reflected the fact
that the home was debt-free.









Restoration of Rosedown House
and Dependencies

George Leake of New Orleans was re-
tained as architect for the Rosedown resto-
ration in 1960. Before that time, Mrs.
Underwood had decided to restore
Rosedown, its gardens and auxiliary
buildings as they were in the 1844-55
period, but no definite plan had been laid
out to accomplish this. Leake recom-
mended that the kitchen wing be moved to
what was its approximate original location.
Even though Miss Nina’s wing is of a later
period, 1859-60, itis such a gem in itself that
it was resited to a low hill overlooking a
small reservoir and ravine to the right rear.
A dovecote and coalhouse of log cabin-type
construction were also moved to conform
to the new site plan, which was as close to
the original as practical.

““There are many diverse views on how a
restoration should be approached,” said
Leake. “Some say that the progressive
changes, additions and deletions over a
great many years of the life of the property

Child’s Bedroom

Scattered about the nostalgic Child’s Bedroom are toys
found in the house when restoration began. The
child-size walnut desk, spiral-turned rosewood chairs
and walnut bed are also originals.
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should be restored to reflect the various
changes sustained through the years. The
reasoning is that the property will then mir-
ror the cultural and economic history of the
owners. This theory is, of course, more
applicable to a large house or plantation
complex than to small urban properties. I
cannot say that | agree with this method of
proceeding. I believe that the goal of his-
toric preservation should be to restore an
area or building in the context and spirit of
the time in which it was originally con-
ceived. Williamsburg is the obvious exam-
ple of this philosophy.

“Williamsburg carries the theory to the
extreme, however, in their methods of re-
construction. As far as possible, old con-
struction systems are followed throughout.
This is good, but terribly expensive and in
most cases would completely eliminate
nearly all private or individual restoration.

“Rosedown Plantation is one of the most
extensive restorations ever undertaken in
this area or even the United States. The
owners wanted everything to be absolutely
authentic; however, in some places we
used the old systems, mortise and tendons
with wood pegs. On exposed framing or
boards, we had the timber hand split and
dressed with old tools such as foot adze and
draw knife. Hand forged square nails were
used wherever they would be exposed, but
notin concealed areas. These are, of course,
sophisticated and expensive methods, but
restoration is not remodeling.






“The core section of Rosedown House
was basically sound, but nearly all corners
and porches were in an extremely dilapi-
dated condition. Surprisingly, only four
corner columns of the porch had to be re-
placed. These columns are solid cypress
and were hand turned. The replacements
are not solid, however.

"We tried to recreate the image of the
house and grounds as they had been and to
avoid any evidence of modern conveni-
ences — electricity, air conditioning, etc.
This was especially difficult since the
framing is basic ‘barn construction,” which
is very similar to a steel column and beam
system. There are no bearing walls and
great care had to be taken in cutting certain
structural members. We feel we were very
successful since these things are ‘con-
cealed’ even when in plain view. The sup-

North Bedroom

The four-post tester bed, large double armoire and
bureau in the North Bedroom were crafted in
mahogany for the Turnbulls by Mallard in New
Orleans. The brightly colored French needlework rug
(circa 1870) is composed of individual squares, each
design different from the rest.
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ply registers are slots in the ‘shadow’ of the
baseboard molding. The electric outlets
were papered over and then cut out around
the slots. The sprinkler system is visible,
but heads are painted the same color as the
ceiling and blend in almost invisibly.

““The main furnishings were in the
house, including draperies, curtains and
some bedding. On walls behind huge
bureaus, which had not been moved for a
hundred years, we could get usable sam-
ples of the original wallpaper. From the
samples, new paper has been made, with
all the master patterns being retained by the
owners. The draperies and curtains were
recreated in the same fashion as the origi-
nals, hand-woven and handmade in Eu-
rope.”
Interiors

McMillen, Inc. of New York City assisted
Catherine Fondren Underwood with
interiors. Almost 85% of Rosedown’s fur-
nishings are originals, the collection repre-
senting one of the best documented in the
nation. The restoration technicians found
the remaining pieces needed to complete
the restoration mainly in Europe.



The Library

Beside the doorway to the Library stands one of
three French Empire walnut bookcases that were
specially constructed in the 1840’s to fit exactly
their assigned spaces at Rosedown. Its mates flank
the fireplace across the room and contain Daniel
Turnbull’s collection of books. Above the Carrara
marble mantel hangs a portrait of Edward
Livingston, a prominent statesman who was a

member of General Jackson’s staff at the Battle of
New Orleans in 1815. The writing table holds a
pair of old reading glasses and a bamboo mailing
tube (both original to Rosedown) in front of a
Regency rosewood letterbox and Padouk bookrack.
In front of the windows, which are draped in silk
damask copied from the original curtains, stand two
globes on Regency stands, one mapping the earthly
continents, the other the heavenly bodies. They
were purchased by Daniel Turnbull about 1848.







e Diptin of Drnban

As Catherine Fondren Underwood
guided the restoration of Rosedown, her
dreams of perfection were expressed in
careful attention to detail. The resulting au-
thenticity creates the illusion that the
Turnbulls, the original residents, are sim-
ply out for an afternoon stroll. Toys in the
child’s room, reading glasses in the library,
poker hands laid out in the card room are
just superficial manifestations of the care
that was taken to create that illusion.

Furniture coverings, wallpapers,
draperies and window treatments, if not
originals, are duplicates in material and de-
sign, even to the gilded hands holding
drapes back from the windows. Millwork,

South Portico

Perfection in millwork is reflected by the South
Portico. The black mourning stripes memorialize the
Turnbulls’ son, William, who drowned in 1856.

The Perfection of Rosedown is Reflected in Architectural Details and Furnishings

cornices, moldings and ceiling ornaments
accurately reflect the love of ornamentation
characteristic of the Southern planter aris-
tocracy. Furnishings added during restora-
tion were evaluated for style and work-
manship as well as age, to ensure coordi-
nation with the remaining originals.
Twentieth-century intrusions, such as elec-
tricity, were cunningly camouflaged; even
the candles in chandeliers are real wax,
wired to simulate the warm, flickering glow
of candlelight. Thus the restoration at-
tained the perfection of preserving not just
the material accessories but also the spirit of
the house and its original owners.



Victorian ““Whatnot”

Among the objects found on the walnut “whatnot”
desk in the Parlor are a pair of Old Spode ewers and
several Sevres bisque figure groups. The curtains
are Apremont striped Imberline caught up by a pair
of brass hand and arm tiebacks, which were part of
the original window dressing.

Upstairs Hallway

The ivory checker set laid out on the Sheraton tea
table in the spacious upstairs hallway is illuminated
by the original whale oil chandelier hung at
Rosedown in 1835. French needlework rugs
highlight the area.

Card Room

The five side chairs and settee found in the Card
Room were made by John Belter, eminent
cabinetmaker in New York, about 1840. Their
pronounced curves and elaborate openwork are
characteristic of Belter’s style.

View From North Porch

This view from the North Porch. exhibits the
detailing of the downspout, installed in 1835 when
the house was completed, and the fine millwork. It

43 also offers a dramatic vista of the entrance court .




































About Catherine Fondren Underwood

CATHERINE FONDREN UNDER-
WOOD was born in 1908 and was reared in
Houston, Texas. In 1928 shereceived a B.A.
degree from Rice University in that city.

Mrs. Underwood was an active partici-
pant in a number of Houston civic organi-
zations. She was particularly active in the
volunteer work of the Junior League of
Houston, which she served as Treasurer
and Second Vice President. She was an ac-
tive member of the River Oaks Garden Club
and was serving as its President when she
first visited Rosedown.
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During restoration, researchers of the
Rosedown papers became aware of striking
parallels in the minds, personalities and
experiences of Martha Barrow Turnbull,
the first mistress of Rosedown, and
Catherine Fondren Underwood, who res-
cued the plantation from ruin. Each woman
loved order in her life and set high stan-
dards of performance for herself and her
assistants. Each was a perfectionist, a qual-
ity reflected in Rosedown from its inception
in the 19th century through its restoration
in this century.











